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has no fault to find with the plan. In places the proof-reader has failed 
to note errors; the foot-note references to Scandinavian titles should 
have been read with greater care. Thorberga (p. 115) should no doubt 
be Bergthora. The reviewer doubts very strongly that any Northern 
ship in the saga period ever carried as many as one thousand men (p. 
253). The map showing the "towns and areas of Scandinavian influ- 
ence " is useful for the location of towns, but the area of influence is 
somewhat overdrawn. 

Laurence M. Larson. 

Robert Curthose, Duke of Normandy. By Charles Wendell 
David, Associate Professor of European History in Bryn Mawr 
College. [Harvard Historical Studies.] (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press ; London : Humphrey Milf ord. 1920. Pp. xiv, 
271. $3.00.) 

Robert Curthose, the oldest son of William the Conqueror, is 
usually described as a kindly and generous but lazy and incompetent 
prince, one who possessed neither the capacity nor the energy demanded 
for the government of a turbulent province like the Norman duchy. 
This view apparently still holds. Duke Robert's latest biographer, Dr. 
C. W. David, makes no attempt to rehabilitate the reputation of the 
discredited prince; 'in fact after one has read Dr. David's account of 
Robert's career, one feels that earlier estimates of his character and 
abilities were probably too generous. Mr. E. A. Freeman, who did 
not love the Norman dynasty, was at least willing to grant that Duke 
Robert possessed real abilities as a warrior and a leader of armed men. 
Dr. David doubts the correctness of this estimate : " Robert was, so far 
as we know, never foremost in council; he was rarely foremost on the 
field of battle, and he showed no particular capacity for generalship " 

(p. 119). 

It is doubtful whether the career of the " sleepy duke " is really 
worthy of an extended study. Dr. David's work finds its justification, 
however, in the fact that Duke Robert's reign covered a period of Nor- 
man history which can be most satisfactorily studied from the view- 
point of ducal policy. The two decades following the death of William 
the Conqueror were a period of much confusion, especially along the 
borders of the duchy, which confusion was in great measure due to the 
weak government of the careless duke. The author devotes the greater 
part of his work to these years. Duke Robert's struggle with the barons 
on the border, his loss of Maine, his difficulties with his more aggressive 
brothers, his effort to obtain the English crown, his loss of ducal 
authority and personal freedom — these and other related subjects are 
discussed with all the fullness of detail that the sources permit. Dr. 
David has included chapters dealing with Robert's career before he 
inherited the ducal coronet, with the part that he played in the First 
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Crusade, and with his long imprisonment after the disaster at Tinche- 
bray; these, though of some interest and necessary to the completeness 
of the work as a biographical study, are of minor importance. The 
narrative closes with a chapter on "Robert Curthose in legend", in 
which the author follows his subject into the field of romance and shows 
how within a single generation the story of the duke's military achieve- 
ments in the Orient had become overlaid with legendary growth. 

Dr. David has added several useful appendixes, most of them deal- 
ing with problems relating to Duke Robert's participation in the First 
Crusade. Appendix A is devoted to a critical discussion of the sources, 
which, though somewhat brief, will be found of real value. Students 
of military history will be interested in Appendix F, in which the author 
reviews the controversy as to the tactics employed at Tinchebray; the 
conclusion is that Oman, though he exaggerates the importance of the 
infantry in this fight, is more nearly correct than most of his critics 
Who have generally held that the battle of Tinchebray was chiefly a 
matter of cavalry warfare. 

While Dr. David has not presented any new conclusions of startling 
importance, he has produced a volume which students of English and 
Norman history will find exceedingly useful. His researches have 
cleared up a number of controversies as to biographical and political 
details, and he has been able to correct the conclusions of earlier writers, 
like Freeman and Gaston Le Hardy, on many significant points. The 
result is that our knowledge of Norman affairs during the period covered 
is far more accurate and specific than it formerly was. The volume is 
carefully indexed and is provided with a map showing the principal 
places in England and Normandy referred to in the narrative. The 
reviewer is pleased to add that the work of the printer and the proof- 
reader seems to have been done with unusual care. 

Laurence M. Larson. 

Ser Marco Polo: Notes and Addenda to Sir Henry Yule's Edition, 
containing the Results of Recent Research and Discovery. By 
Henri Cordier, D.Litt, Professor at the Ecole des Langues 
Orientales Vivantes, Paris. (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons. 1920. Pp. x, 161. $4.00.) 

The names of Henry Yule and Marco Polo will always remain 
inseparable in the minds of those who have the medieval geography 
of Asia and the study of the Mongol period on their hearts., Hardly 
any other medieval traveller has exerted such a profound influence on 
modern research, whether it be geography or cultural history, nor could 
he have been more lucky in finding so competent and sympathetic an 
interpreter as Yule. His edition of Polo, first published in 1870 (second 
ed.„ 1874; third ed., 1903, by H. Cordier), has become a classic and 
household book in the hands of all students interested in Asia; and 



